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work of maintaining these supplies became stupendous
Owing to his splendid organisation, however, his most
advanced outposts never once ran short of any of the
necessaries of life.
The monumental features of Meissner Pasha's construc-
tional ingenuity, howe.ver, are illustrated in the remarkable
series of tunnels, bridges, loops and windings by which
the railway is carried through the Yarmuk valley in Pales-
tine between the Jordan and Dcraa, and the negotiation of
the escarpment south of Ma'nn, where the line, after climb-
ing the plateau to a height of 3,700 feet above sea-level,
drops suddenly into a yawning ravine,
Damascus was selected as the starting-point for the rail-
way, and the gauge of the line extending northwards from
this terminus was adopted. Consequently, when the
various intermediate links in the railway chain of northern
Asia Minor are connected up, it will be possible to run from
Constantinople to the sacred cities without change of
carriage. The route selected by the engineer is practically
the shortest possible between the two opposite points, and
runs roughly parallel with the famous centuries-old caravan
route.
It was felt, however, although Damascus should be the
nominal northern terminus, that it would be more advan-
tageous from all points of view to connect the railway with
the Mediterranean Sea, so as to secure an independent out-
let, and one more convenient for the handling of the con-
structional material than Beirut. The port selected for
this purpose was Haifa, on the Bay of Acre. This sea
branch runs inland broadly at right angles with the main
line for a distance of about 100 miles, the junction being
at Deraa. In building this section, however, many abstruse
problems had to be unravelled, especially in the desolate
valley of the Yarmuk. Here the line runs along narrow
ledges cut in the mountain-side, plunges through massive
shoulders, compasses precipitous bluffs, winds from one
side of the gorge to the other, and crosses deep chasms by
means of heavy masonry and metal bridges. In this stretch